Urban Burn Wildfires

What Is It? How is it Caused?

How Does It Work?

Urban burn wildfires are Urban wildfires are typically caused by brush
wildfires that spread into or forest wildfires spreading into urban areas 1. Dry season, drought, or underbrush growth can
densely populated urban areas, due to strong winds, dry conditions, and contribute to the accumulation of highly flammable
including residential abundant combustible materials. They can m d material. Fire requires heat, oxygen, and fuel.
neighborhoods, igniting also start within cities from human activities, s ——— .

. . 2. A spark, ember, or flame is created near brush, a forest,
structures and infrastructure, such as gas explosions or arson.

or even a park. This may be lightning, an unattended

often causing significant _ _ . . .
campfire, a discarded cigarette, a vehicle, an equipment or

i);(:)erty damage and loss of W h at D 0 e S it C 0 St? utility malfunction, or volcanic activity. In some cases

intentional arson is responsible and even prescribed or

Urban burns incur billions of dollars in direct o
controlled burns by officials that escape control. Hot,

and indirect damages each year. It can be

windy, and dry conditions can make the wildfire spread.
difficult to quantify exact costs of urban burn

a =]= ) VR % == wildfires in U.S., as they vary significantly 4. The fire moves from dry vegetation into areas where

%%% HHH“HD % ==, = by location and year. The costs from U.S. human development meets wild land, driven by wind and

QHQ =l £ ;mmmn == wildfires in general exceeds $300 billion terrain. Embers and flames ignite homes, buildings, and

SE S| L | each year. infrastructure, often through vents, roofs, or combustible
landscaping.

S p a C e 5. Fires accelerate due to flammable building materials,

closely packed structures, and strong winds, overwhelming
firefighting efforts. Firefighting teams attempt to contain
the blaze.

Wildfires destroy thousands of homes and businesses every year.
Over 15,000 structures were burned in January 2025 alone from

urban burn wildfires in Los Angeles, California. 6. Crews use water, fire retardants, and defensive

strategies to control the fire’s spread and prevent further

destruction. A change in weather conditions may also

P 0 | nt C 0 u n t e rp 0 | nt prove essential to fully contain urban burn wildfires.

e Urban burn wildfires are becoming ~ &—> o Improved building codes and fire mitigation 7. Once the fire is out, officials assess losses, begin
more destructive due to expanding efforts have helped reduce losses in some rebuilding efforts, and communities work to recover from
development in fire-prone areas and regions. Well-trained firefighters and economic and personal devastation.
dry environmental conditions. available water resources are essential.
e Land management and stronger &——> o Even with fire-resistant construction,
construction can reduce wildfire extreme fires fueled by high winds and
intensity before reaching urban areas. embers can overwhelm mitigation efforts.

Cost increases are in part due to more

;

e Wildfire costs are increasing due to
human activity. buildings and infrastructure being present,

not necessarily larger or more intense fire. D i d YO u Kn 0 W ?

e Climate-related conditions, like Misguided policy, available water resources,

:

drought, are major factors behind and forest management have led to increased Urban burn wildfires can generate their own

wildfire size and frequency. forest density and deadfall, increasing risks weather, creating firestorms with hurricane-force

and later severity.
winds, lightning, and even pyro-cumulus clouds

o o
e Forest and brush management and e Forest and brush thinning and controlled that can spread flames even further.

controlled burns can be bad for or prescribed burns can mimic the natural
wildlife and sometimes ‘escape’ to cycle to reduce the amount of flammable
become uncontrolled. material.

The next steps in preventing urban burn wildfires include improving land use planning, enforcing stricter building codes, and expanding wildfire fuel
reduction efforts. Additionally, advancements in fire detection technology, better emergency response coordination, and increased public awareness will be

crucial in mitigating future wildfire risks and saving lives.
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